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Sorrowing  most  of  all  for  the  words  which  he   spa  fa,   that  J 

fijep  should  see  his  face  no  more.     And  they  accompanied  k 
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At  a  Meetin'%   <jj-  the   Cifvxeir.  jntd-  Q.nfrtim:i;A*ity,H  ih   Brattle-' 

Street,  January  2a,  1803  : 

VOTED,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  given  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Emerson  for  his  Discourse,  delivered  on  Fri- 
day last,  on  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Doct.  Thacher,  and  that 
he  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  for  the  press. 

Attest,  SAMUEL  HUNT,  Clerk. 
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^acerootal  iDISce  ano  Character* 

John  v.  35. 
He  %$A*  n  burning  and  a  shining  light. 

X  HIS  description  of  John  the  Bap- 
tist by  Jesus  Christ   is   so    happily   suited 
to  the  man,  whose  funeral  rites  we  this  day 
solemnize,  that  I  affix  it  without  hesitation  to 
this  mournful  eulogy.    Whoever  has  known 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Thacher  ;    whoever  beheld 
his  precocity  of  genius,  and  youthful  devo- 
tion to  the  sanctuary  ;  whoever  has  witnessed 
his  quickness  and  tafte  as  a  scholar ;  his  can- 
dour as  a  disputant ;  his  social  and  endear- 
ing qualities  as  a  companion  j  and  his  liber- 
ality, boldness,  and  independence  of  spirit, 
as  a  man ;   whoever  has  adverted  to  the  num- 
ber and  variety  of  his  attentions  to  humani- 
ty, science,  and  religion;  whoever  especially 
has  contemplated   him  as  the  pastor  of  a 
church ;  has  seen  his  form  and  heard  hi? 
*oice  ia  the  sacred  desk  j  will  acknowledge 
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Rev.i.  20.  dour.  The  mystery  of  the  seven  stars,  which 
thou  sawest  in  my  right  hand,  and  the  seven 
golden  condlesticks.  The  seven  stars  are  the 
angels  of  the  seven  churches,  and  the  seven 
candlesticks. ...are  the  seven  churches. 

Because,  however,  the  office  of  christian 
ministers  is  similar  in  kind  to  that  of  their 
master,  he  honours  them  with  his  own  title. 

Matt.  v.  Te  are,  said  he,  to  his  primitive  disciples,  the 
light  of  the  world.  To  effectuate  the  vast 
designs  of  his  mission,  he  dispensed  to  them 
portions  of  thut  glory,  which  they  had  be- 
held in  him ;  and  placed  them  as  luminaries 
in  the  firmament  of  his  terrestrial  church. 

zph.iv.  8.  He  also  ordained  the  assistance  of  lesser 
lights  upon  his  translation  into  heaven.  When 
he  ascended  up  on  high,  he.... gave  gifts  unto 

men And  he  gave  some,  apostles  ;  and  some, 

prophets  ;  and  some,  evangelists  ;  and  some, 
pastors  and  teachers,. ...stars  of  different  mag- 
nitudes and  influence,  yet  all  serving  to  per- 
form for  the  moral,  what  the  heavenly  bod- 
a#s  ies  do  for  the  natural  world  ;  to  open  the  eyes 
of  men,  and  turn  them  from  darkness  to  light. 
It  is,  for  example,  among  the  first  and 
most  obvious  properties  of  light  to  discover 

iphiT.13.  hidden  things.  Whatever  doth  make  manifest 
is  light.     In  like  manner,  the  christian  min- 

coi.  i.  36.  ister  discovers  the  mystery  which  hath  been 
kid  from  ages  and  from  generations,  and  makes 


it  manifest  to  the  saints.    He  perpetually  re- 
Veals  and  republishes  to  the  world,  that  God  i.Tim.ii.4. 
will  have  all  men  to  be  saved,  and  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth  ;   that  he  is  in  Christ  n.  Cor.  jr. 
reconciling  the  world  unto  himself  not  imput- 
ing their  trespasses  unto  them  ;  that  the  gos- 
pel is  made  known  to  all  nations  for  the  obedi-  R«m.  xvi. 
ence  of  faith,  for  abolishing  odious  distinctions 
between  Jew  and  Gentile,  for  ending  hos- 
tilities and  hatred  between  countries,  socie- 
ties, and  individuals,  and  for  uniting  the  hu- 
man race  into  one  happy  family  under  the 
righteous  and    gentle  dominion    of  Jesus 
Christ. 

The  doctrine  of  the  gospel  preacher  does 
somewhat  more  than  enlighten  the  eyes  of 
the  mind,  displaying  before  them  hitherto 
invisible  truths.  It  heals  and  saves.  It  is  in- 
deed among  the  properties  of  light  to  illum- 
ine the  eye,  and  render  visible  surrounding 
objects.  Howbeit,  among  all  the  powers  of 
this  subtile  and  animating  agent  of  nature,  it 
is  incapable  of  restoring  a  distempered  sight, 
and  can  nowise  preserve  the  eye  from  being 
eventually  closed  in  the  darkness  of  death. 
But  the  christian  religion  is  an  eyesalve  for  Rev.Hi.iS. 
the  disorders  of  mental  vision,  opens  the  blind  is.  xiii. ;. 
eyes,  unfeals  the  eyelids  of  the  tomb  itself, 
and  pours  upon  them  a  flood  of  unbounded 
day. 
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Is  it  the  province  of  light  to  exhilirate  the 

Ecc.  xi.  7.  animal  spirits  ?  Truly  the  light  is  sweet  and  a 
pleasant  thing  it  is  for  the  eyes  to  behold  the 
sun.  Yet  far  more  delicious  and  enraptur- 
ing to  the  human  mind  is  the  doctrine  of 

ii.  Tim.  i.  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath  abolished 
death,  and  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light 
through  the  gospel.  To  be  informed,  that 
the  grave  is  not  the  dark  oblivion  of  our 
hopes  ;  that  its  sleep  will  not  be  everlafling  ; 
that  its  dreadful  shadows  will  not  always  ob- 
scure the  splendour  of  our  intellectual,  nor 
its  bars  forever  confine  our  active  powers  ; 

is.  lviJ.  15  this  is  to  revive  the  spirit  of  the  humble,  and 
to  revive  the  heart  of  the  contrite  ones.  And 
this  is  the  transporting  and  consolatory  news 
announced  by  the  gospel.     It  promises  a 

Esth.  via.  future  heaven  of  inextinguishable  light,  and 
gladness,  and  joy,  and  honour.  It  assures 
the  just,  that  their  present  bodies  contain 
the  seeds  of  an  interminable  existence,  and 

I.  Cor.  xt.  that  their  flesh  and  blood,  which  catinot  inhcr- 
it  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  which  are  there- 
fore sownin  corruption,...in  dishonour,  in  weak- 
ness,...^ inseparable  and  wretched  compan- 
ions of  a  natural  body,  shall  be  raised  in  incor- 
cuption,  in  glory,  in  power,  and  clothed  with 
all  the  resplendent  perfections  of  a  body  spirit- 
ual. Glorious  and  blissful  intelligence! 
This  is  indeed  preaching  peace  and  comfort 


to  the  meek  and  broken  hearted,  and  array- 
ing the  mourner  in  a  garment  of  praise :  It  is  a 
proclamation  of  liberty  to  the  captive,  of 
salvation  to  the  lost,  and  of  life  to  the  dead. 
How  beautiful  on  the  mountain  arc  the  feet  of li- la- 1/ 
him.,  that  bringeth  these  good  tidings  ! 

It  is  moreover  the  office  of  light  to  direct 
and  guide,  as  well  as  to  animate.     It  is  also 
the  province  of  the  servants  of  the  most  high  a&s  xx.i 
God  to  show  unto  men  the  way  of  salvation. 
Like  the  Baptist  before  him,  the  christian 
minister  of  every  age  comes  preaching  in  the  Matt.  iii. 
wilderness  of  this  world  to  its  inhabitants.     Is 
Repent  ye,  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand. 
He  exhibits  to  their  view  the  insidious  and 
malignant  nature  of  sin ;  the  pains  and  per- 
dition, to  which  it  leads  ;  and  the  necessity 
and  happiness  of  freedom  from  its  bondage. 
He  premonishes  them  of  numerous  obfta- 
cles,  which  will  weaken  their  faith,  and  cool 
their  courage,  in  the  heavenly  race.     He 
hence  exhorts  them  to  put  on  the  armour  of  R0m.  xiii 
light,  and  therewith  repel  that   bodily  indo- 
lence, that  love  of  pleasure,  that  lust  of 
wealth,  and  that  pride  of  distinction,  which 
are  the  most  powerful  weapons  oftheprince  of 
darkness.     Again  he  guards  them  against 
despondence,  by  displaying  the  fafety  and 
peace  of  steadfastness    in  virtue.     He  as- 
sures them,  that  light  is  sown  for  tfe  right- 
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eous-y  and  gladness  for  the  upright  in  heart* 
•He  reminds  them  of  the  internal  satisfaction, 
the  outward  prosperity,  the  honours,  and 
the  privileges  belonging  to  the  children  of 
Prov.  iv.    God,  and  makes   the  path  of  the  just  shine 
brightly  before  their  eyes,  in  the  hope  of  ev- 
erlasting glory.     In  a  word.     After  preach- 
ing a  heaven  of  immortality  with  all  the 
is.viii.    fight,  which  the  law  and  the  testimony  can 
furnish,  he  points  the  way  to  its  happy  man- 
sions.    By  explaining  the  doctrines  of  reve- 
lation, and  enforcing  the  unchangeable  du- 

Fs.  cxix.    ties  0f  morality,   he  is  a  sort  of  light  to  the 
105. 

feet y  and  lamp  to   the  path   of  mankind :  a 

voice  of  warning  and  of  religion  continual- 
is.xx2.21.  ly  in  their  ears,  saying,  this  is  the  way,  walk 
ye  in  it. 

Such  is  the  office  of  the  christian  minis- 
ter. His  Lord  has  ordained  him  to  dispense 
the  light  of  reason  from  his  understanding, 
the  light  of  God's  holy  spirit  from  the  scrip- 
tures, and  the  warmth  of  zeal  and  devotion 
from  the  light  of  his  example.  And  it  is 
his  duty  to  diffuse  his  light  as  extensively, 
and  render  it  as  conspicuous,  as  possible.  If 
it  is  evidently  the  intention  of  those  who 
build  a  city  on  a  hill,  that  it  shall  be  seen, 
and  of  him  who  lights  a  candle,  that  it  shall 
not  be  concealed,  so  it  is  plainly  the  divine 
purpose  in  regard  to  the  christian  minister, 
that  he  shall  mix  with  the  men,  and  be  ex* 
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posed  to  the  observation  of  the  world,  that 
the  benefits  of  his  illumination  and  guidance 
may  be  generally  felt.  Whoever  therefore 
assumes  the  sacerdotal  office,  exhibits  him- 
self to  the  world,  a  guide  of  the  blind,  and  a  Rom-  a 
light  of  them  which  are  in  darkness. 

In  this  character,  my  bereaved  brethren, 
appeared  your  late  reverend  and  beloved 
pastor.  And  happy  was  it  for  you,  and  for 
the  community,  that  the  light  of  the  gospel 
here  fell  upon  an  object,  which  was  capable 
of  advantageously  reflecting  its  rays  ;  for  he 
was  not  only  a  light  by  virtue  of  his  office, 
but, 

He  was  a  burning  and  a  shining  light,  by 
his  manner  of  discharging  its  duties. 

He  was  illustrious  by  his  ancestry  [i]. 

He  was  illustrious  for  his  natural  powers. 
His  soul  was  lodged  in  a  person  possessing 
the  advantages  of  a  noble  stature,  a  com- 
manding mein,  a  full  and  steady  eye,  a 
countenance  pleasing  and  expressive,  a 
mouth  formed  for  ready  utterance,  and  a 
voice  of  wonderful  sweetness,  variety,  and 
strength.  With  these  qualities  of  body,  so 
eminently  useful  to  a  publick  speaker,  the 
Father  of  lights  had  united  a  sound  under- 
standing, a  fancy  of  uncommon  spriteliness, 
a  tenacious  memory,  and  a  correct  judg- 
ment. 
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He  was  Illustrious  for  his  early  proficience 
in  learning,in  piety [2]], and  in  the  studies  and 
duties  of  the  sacerdotal  office.  The  dawn  of 
his  days  afforded  promise  of  a  brilliant  life* 
Love  of  knowledge  and  of  the  distinction 
Which  it  brings,  discovered  itself  among  the 
first  passions  of  his  breast,  and  was  conspic- 
uous in  every  stage  of  his  education.  It 
accelerated  his  progress  through  the  school, 
and  enabled  him,  at  art  earlier  age  than  us- 
ual, to  receive  academical  honours  [3].  He 
Was  even  more  remarkable  for  his  pious  dis- 
position. Faith  in  God  and  in  Christ  was 
planted  in  his  heart  in  the  morning  of  life, 

t 

and  increased  in  strength  with  the  number 
of  his  years.  An  invincible  determination 
to  the  profession  of  a  divine  evinced  itself  in 
his  childhood  ;  and  as  a  celebrated  poet*  is 
said  to  have  "  lisped  in  numbers,"  so  the 
lips  of  the  eloquent  Thacher  seem  to  have 
been  hallowed  from  his  birth.  Before  he 
had  attained  the  age  of  nineteen  years  [4], 
with  unstained  morals,  with  a  pure  and  ar- 
dent mind,  glowing  with  zeal  for  the  inter- 
est of  religion,  and  contemning  the  gaieties 
of  the  world,  he  assumed  the  Care  of  a 
church.  At  a  period,  when  thousands  of 
his  contemporaries  had  been  conversant  with 
the  mere  puerilities  of  life,  he  had  been  bu- 
sied in  mental  improvement  ;  and  whilst 
*  Pope. 


1L 

other  thousands  of  his  coevals  were  immer- 
sed in  the  pleasures  of  youth,  he  was  pub- 
lishing the  do&rines  of  divine  grace,  and 
dispensing  divine  consolations.  To  these 
ministrations  age  listened  with  humility, 
youth  with  astonishment,  and  even  scoffers 
with  attention  ;  and  such  were  the  fervour, 
facility,  and  aptitude  of  his  addresses  to  the 
throne  of  grace,  that  the  devout  worshipper 
often  breathed  a  secret  aspiration  of  grati- 
tude to  that  God,  who  out  of  the  month  of  Matt,  xii 
babes  and  sucklings  perfecleth  praise. 

He  was  illustrious  as  a  preacher.  The 
light  of  his  own  understanding  he  commu- 
nicated to  that  of  his  hearers,  and  enkindled 
their  affections  from  the  warmth  of  his.  In 
do&rine  he  was  lucid,  and  in  exhortation 
fervent.  He  was  considered  a  disciple  of 
the  calvinistic  school  ;  but  he  religiously 
avoided  the  metaphysical  subtleties,  with 
which  some  adherents  to  Calvin  bewilder 

themselves  and  their  hearers.  On  this 
hand,  he  neither  darkened  counsel  by  words     Job... 

xxxviii.  %■ 

without  knowledge,  nor  on  that,  confounded 
the  morality  of  the  Stoicks  with  the  religion 
of  Christ.  He  aimed  to  impress  the  heart 
with  plain,  evangelical  truths ;  to  touch  and 
alarm  the  conscience  of  hardened  offenders ; 
to  carry  conviction  and  shame  to  the  bosom 
of  the  infidel,  not  so  much  by  a  cold  con- 
catenation of  argument,  as  by  the  corusca- 
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tions  of  a  mind  highly  charged  with  the 
truths  of  revelation  j  to  strengthen  the  con- 
vert in  his  conflicts  with  temptation ;  to  es- 
tablish the  wavering,  and  edify  and  adorn 
the  sincere  christian.  This  was  indeed  an 
aim  of  difficult  execution.  It  is  far 
from  being  an  easy  task,  to  preach  intelligi- 
bly to  the  dull,  without  disgusting  the  quick; 
and  pungently  to  the  obdurate,  without  giv- 

is.ixvi.  2.  ing  needless  terrour  to  the  man  of  a  contrite 
spirit,  who  trembles  at  God's  word*  Yet  this 
design  was  attained,  in  a  good  degree,  by 
the  subject  of  our  elogy.  -  If  there  have  been 
preachers,  whose  discourses  were  more  con- 
nected and  elaborate  than  his,  there  are  few, 
who  possess  his  vivacity  of  thought,  his  just- 
ness of  sentiment,  his  emphatical  and  grace- 
ful delivery.     He  remembered,  that  every 

Mat.xxvi.  assembly  contains  a  portion  of  the  poor,  who 
"'  are  always  to  be  with  us,  and  always  to  be 
Us-  taught  the  gospel;  that  it  is  better  to  instruct 
the  ignorant,  than  merely  to  amuse  the 
learned  ;  to  persuade  the  wise,  than  delight 
the  witty  ;  and  to  excite  the  repentance  and 
faith,  the  zeal  and  love  of  sober  christians, 
than  the  empty  applause  of  the  gay  and  in- 
genious. With  all  this  reverence  however 
for  the  simple  and  the  grave,  where  is  the 
logician,  who  has  not  occasionally  been  in- 
formed by  the  reasoning,  where  the  critick, 
who  has  not  been  moved  by  the  good  sense, 
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where  the  sparkling  genius  who  has  not  been 
ravished  with  the  oratory,  of  Dr.  Thacher  ? 
His  pulpit  talents  have  been  the  boast  of  our 
age.     In  that  venerable  form,  in  those  ac- 
cents, in  that  manner,  there  was  a  charm, 
which  infallibly  seized  the  attention  of  his 
auditory,  •  fanned  the  flame  of  its  curiosity, 
and  left  upon  its  mind  a  savour  of  religion. 
He  was  illustrious  for  his  gift  in  extem- 
pore prayer.     Publickly  to  address  the  Dei- 
ty on  all  occasions,  in  the  best  manner,  is 
the  lot  of  none.     It  is  the  happiness  of  a 
very  few  never  to  offend  by  improprieties, 
and  always  to    satisfy  the  worshipper,  by 
their  pertinence  of  matter  and  ease  of  expres- 
sion.    Of  this  number  was  the  deceased. 
Whenever  he  engaged  in  this  exercise,  his 
memory  supplied  a  copious  and  select  varie- 
ty of  sentiment  from  the  scriptures,  whilst 
the  most  perfect  confidence  commanded  the 
whole  energies  of  his  intellect.     It  seemed, 
as  if  the  melody  of  his  tones  awoke  his  own 
devotion,  and  imparted  life  to  all  who  join- 
ed him  in  the  sacred  duty.     No  concourse 
was  so  numerous,  no  case  so  intricate,  no 
occasion  so  sudden,  as  to  produce  apparent 
confusion  in  his  thoughts,  or  the  fmallest  he- 
sitation  in  utterance.     This  privilege   was 
not  the  fruit  of  method,  nor  perceptibly  of 
previous  study  ;  though,  in  fact,  he  often 
arid  closely  premeditated  -?  it  sprang  from  a 
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faculty  of  waving  and  resuming  at  pleasure 
the  subject  of  petition,  and  of  waiting,  if  I 
may  so  speak,  for  the  moment  of  inspiration 
to  amplify  and  entreat. 

He  was  illustrious  by  his  example,  The 
pious  propensities  of  his  youth  were  visible 
in  his  character,  through  the  succeeding 
scenes  and  actions  of  his  life.  From  whate- 
ver was  profane,  whatever  was  immoral, 
whatever  trifled  with  the  essentials  or  rituals 
of  religion,  his  feelings  revolted  with  hor- 
rour  ;  and  he  seldom  failed  to  manifest  in- 
dignation against  tokens  of  impiety.  In 
his  intercourse  with  mankind,  he  was 
distinguished  for  strict  adherence  to  truth 
and  equity.  Few  men  had  more  confiden- 
tial friends,  and  none  was  a  more  faithful  de- 
positary. He  was  curious  to  discern  the  signs 
of  the  times ;  and  learn  the  events  of  the  day  \ 
but  it  was  with  a  view  of  augmenting  his 
worth  as  a  minister,  a  citizen,  and  a  man. 
Like  his  master,  he  went  about  doing  goods 
and  consumed  his  life  in  things  pertaining  to 
the  kingdom  of  God,  in  promoting  the  health 
of  the  state,  or  the  comfort  of  individuals. 
In  fum.  His  activity,  punctuality,  and  faith- 
fulness in  discharging  his  pastoral  duties  ; 
his  reverence  of  the  Lord's  day  and  theLord's 
house,  and  his  forwardness  to  embrace  op- 
portunities for  uniting  in  social  worship  ;  his 
kind  attentions  to  the  afflided  j  his  labours  in 
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the  cause  of  humane  institutions  [5]  -f  his 
concern  and  endeavours  for  the  propagation 
of  our  holy  religion  [6]  ;  the  interest  he 
took  in  the  increasing  usefulness  and  reputa- 
tion of  our  University  ;  his  aids  in  further- 
ing the  progress  of  the  arts  and  sciences  in 
general  [7]  ;  and  his  wishes,  his  writings, 
and  his  prayers,  in  behalf  of  the  indepen- 
dence, liberties,  peace,  and  glory  of  our  be- 
loved America  [8],  are  some  of  the  many 
proofs  of  the  worth  and  brilliance  of  his  ex- 
ample. 

He  was,  finally,  illustrious  by  his  success. 
This  is  what  must  ultimately  evince  the  use- 
fulness of  every  christian  minister.  The 
great  end  of  preaching  is  to  make  men  wise  11.tim.iii. 
unto  salvation  through  faith  which  is  in  Christ  I5' 
Jesus.  In  attaining  this  object,  he  is  not  al- 
ways the  most  successful,  who  makes  the 
nicest  distinctions  in  polemicks,  nor  he,  who 
has  read  the  greatest  number  of  books,  nor 
he,  who  most  excels  in  the  elegance  and 
beauty  of  his  compositions.  But  he  is  the 
happy  divine,  who  makes  his  whole  knowl- 
edge subservient  to  the  purposes  of  his  pro- 
fession, and  who,  in  this  stupid,  covetous, 
wanton  world,  can  best  bring  home  to  the 
thoughts  of  dying  creatures  the  awful  eter- 
nity, to  which  they  are  tending.  Thus  hap- 
py was  our  departed  friend.  He  had  a  re- 
c 
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markable  faculty  of  impressing  the  young 
mind  with  a  sense  of  religion  ,  of  inducing 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  Redeemer,  and 
of  adapting  the  means  and  consolations  of 
the  gospel  to  the  various  exigencies  of  his 
charge.  Accordingly  in  the  course  of  his 
ministry,  and  especially  since  his  residence  in 
the  metropolis,  his  labours  have  been  greatly 
blessed.  This  is  evidenced  by  the  number  of 
communicants  in  this  church  [9]  3  by  his 
very  acceptable  visits  in  the  chambers  of  the 

ii.Cor.viii".  sick  and  dying  ;  and  by  his  praise  which  is 
in  the  gospel  throughout  all  our  churches. 
Many  who  hear  me  can  testify  the  benefi- 
cial effects  of  his  preaching  ;  and  we  hope 
many,  who,  like  him,  have   fallen  asleep, 

1  Thess.  wiM  be  ms  joy  and  crown  of  rejoicing  in  the 
"• I9'  presence  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  at  his  com* 
ing.  But  his  useful  services  were  not  con- 
fined to  the  church.  Nothing  patriotick, 
nothing  human  was  foreign  from  his  feel- 
ings.* He  successfully  pleaded  the  cause 
of  the  poor  in  the  ear  of  the  rich,  as  well  as 
before  the  throne  of  almighty  compassion. 
He  interested  himself  in  schemes  of  private 
beneficence  and  publick  utility,  which  his 
acquaintance  with  the  wise  and  powerful 
enabled  him  essentially  to  serve.  In  the 
State,  he  was  the  uniform  and  influential 

*  Homo  sum  :  humani  nihil  a  me  alienum  puto. 

Terent.  Hca/it.  Ail  I.  Seen.  I. 
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asserter  of  rational  liberty.  Equally  the  foe 
of  licentiousness  and  oppression,  he  employ- 
ed his  talents,  as  opportunity  presented,  and 
not  without  effect,  in  defeating  the  machi- 
nations of  wicked,  and  supporting  the  mea- 
sures of  upright  and  consistent  rulers  :  and 
whilst  patriotism  lives  in  our  breasts,  we 
mall  deplore  the  early  extinction  of  this 
splendid  luminary. 

Weep,  O  my  country  !  for  a  portion  of 
thy  light  is  quenched.  No  more  will  thy  II.  Sam. 
rights  or  wrongs,  thy  freedom  or  slavery, 
thy  honour  or  disgrace,  be  subjects  of  ex- 
postulation with  thy  God  in  the  mouth  of 
our  beloved  Thacher. 

Change  thy  fongs  to  wailing,   thou  tern-   Amosviii, 
pie  of  the  Lord,  for  one  of  thy  strong  and 
beautiful  pillars  is  this  day  fallen  ! 

Put  on  sackcloth,  ye  ministers  of  Jesus  ; 
for  your  friend  and  brother,  he  who  chose  j0b. 
out  your  way.,  and  sat  chief  in.  you  councils ; 
who  was  a  partaker  of  your  afflictions,  and  a 
helper  of  your  joy,  descends  to  the  tomb  ! 

And  thou,  bereaved  flock  of  Christ,  our 
glorious  shepherd !  Who  contemplates  thy 
loss  without  emotions  of  sorrow,  or  who 
wonders  at  thy  grief?  That  candle  lately 
shining  in  this  candlestick  with  distinguish- 
ed lustre,  at  once  giving  to  your  under- 
standings the  light  of  truth,  and  warming 
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your  hearts  with  the  fire  of  holy  love,  is  ex- 
tinguished by  the  blast  of  death  !  That  star, 
Rev.  U.  i.  which  the  head  of  the  church  here  held  in 
his  right  hand,  whose    radiance   was    your 
comfort  and  honour,  has  now  set,  never  to 
rise  till  the  heavens  be  no  more  !  In  this  night 
of  affliction,  may  God  be  with  you  !   Accept 
the  sympathy   of  your  sister  churches.     In 
particular  I  offer  to  you  the  condolence  of 
a  congregation,  long; and  harmoniously  con- 
nected with  you  by  a  reciprocation  of  relig- 
ious offices  [  i  o].     We  remember  with  me- 
lancholy pleasure  your  late  minister's  occa? 
sional  services  in  our  desk,  and  with  affec- 
tion and  gratitude,  his  pastoral  care  upon 
the  translation  of  our   immortal    Clarke.* 
We  recoiled  how  he  was  grieved  with  our 
.  sorrows,  and  how  fervently  he  commended 
ii.  Cor.  i.  3.  us  to  the  Father  of  mercies,  and  the  God  of  all 
comfort.      We  now   requite   you   with  his 
prayers  to  the  same  God  on  your  behalf. 
May  the   Almighty  nurture  and   feed  you 
isai.xi.11.  with  the  carefulness  of  a  shepherd,  gather 
your  lambs   with  his  arm,  and  carry  them  in 
his  bosom  !  May    you  be  rewarded  a  hun- 
dred, fold  for  that  fast  attachment  and  con- 
stant   liberality   to    your   departed   guide, 
which  have  remarkably  distinguifhed  you, 
which  he  tenderly  felt,  and  often  mentioned 

*  The  late  Rev.  Dr.  John  Clarke,  of  the  firft  church. 
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to  your  praise.  Prove  that  your  esteem  and 
kindness  were  the  product,  of  evangelical 
principle,  by  following  his  faith,  imitating 
his  virtues,  and  regarding  his  divine  doc- 
trine, that  sure  word  of  prophecy,  whereunto  Pet"  * 
ye  do  well  to  take  heed,  as  unto  a  light  that 
shineth  in  a  dark  place,  until  the  day  of  your 
immortality  shall  dawn,  and  Jesus  Christ,  the 
day  star,  arise  in  all  his  celestial  grandeur 
and   loveliness,   upon  your    hearts  ;  when 

your  sun  shall  no  ?nore  go  dow?7,  neither  shall  is.  lx.  19. 

20. 
your  moon  withdraw  itself ';  for  the  Lord  shall 

be  your  everlasting  light,  your  God  your  glory, 

and  the  days  of  your  mourning  shall  be  ended. 

To  the  bereft  relief  of  the  deceased,  and 
to  his  dear  children  [ii]j>  we  °ffer  as  con- 
solation the  assurance  of  that  God,  whom  he 
trusted  and  served.  Leave  thy  fatherless 
children,  I  will  preserve  them  alive,  and  let  jer.  xiix. 
thy  widows  trust  in  me. 

If  there  be  any  now  within  these  walls,  or 
the  limits  of  our  city,  who  do  not  participate 
in  the  griefs  of  this  day,  it  is  because  they 
are  inimical  to  virtue,  knowledge,  or  free- 
dom. Foes  of  the  state,  if  any  exist,  may 
rejoice  in  the  death  of  our  friend  ;  for  the 
publick  prosperity  was  dear  to  his  heart. 
Ignorance  and  folly  may  laugh  ;  for  he  was 
their  scourge.  Enemies  of  the  church  may 
be  glad  ;  for  one  of  her  supports  and  orna- 
ments is  now  removed.     But  let  the  wicked 
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remember,  the  season  of  their  triumphs  "will 
be  short.  The  Lord  still  loveth  the  gates  of 
Zioiu  He,  who  raised  and  qualified  the 
teacher,  whom  we  have  lost,  for  the  stations, 
which  he  so  illustriously  filled,  is  able  to  pro- 
tect the  religious  and  civil  liberties  of  our 
fathers  ;  and  we  trust,  that  through  the 
continuance  of  our  prayers,  future  Thach- 

joei  ii.  17.  ers  and  Coopers  will  enter  this  porch,  and 
weep  in  this  altar,  saying,  spare  thy  people,  0 
Lord,  and  give  not  thy  heritage  to  reproach. 

Firmly  confiding  therefore  in  the  grace 
and  promises  of  God,  we  bid  adieu  to  our 
reverend    father,    guide,   affociate,  friend. 

job.  xxx,  Let  his  dust  be  silently  carried  to  the  house 
Z3'  appointed  for  all  living  [12].  But  we  charge 
thee,  O  grave,  thou  insatiate  devourer  of 
our  kind,  have  in  faithful  keeping  these 
precious  relicks ;  and,  at  the  command  of 
Him,  who   once  slept  in  thy  bosom*  and 

KoS.xin.  destroyed  thy  plagues,  restore  this  our  bro- 
ther to  everlasting  life  I         AMEN. 
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THE  Rev.  Dr.  Thacher  was  born  at  Milton,  March  21, 
1752. 

Oxenbridge  Thacher,  jun.  esq.  father  of  Dr.  Thacher,  grad- 
uated at  Harvard  College,  1738,  and  died  July  9,  1765,  aged 
45.     He  was  an  eminent  lawyer. 

He  was  son  of  Oxenbridge  Thacher,  esq.  who  was  born  1680, 
graduated  at  Harvard  College  1698,  and  died  at  Milton,  his 
native  place,  Oct.  19,  1772,  aged  92  years.  He  was  a  merchant, 
and  for  several  years  was  a  selectman  of  the  town  of  Boston,  and 
one  of  its  representatives  in  the  General  Court.  Afterwards* 
he  removed  to  Milton,  and  was  for  some  time  representative  from 
that  town.  This  gentleman  and  his  son  were  preachers  of  the 
gospel,  before  they  entered  on  other  professions, 

Peter  Thacher,  father  of  Oxenbridge  last  noticed,  was  bora 
at  Salem,  165 1.  He  graduated  at  Harvard  College,  167 1,  was: 
ordained  in  Sept.  1681,  and  died  Dec.  23,  1727,  in  his  77th 
year,  pastor  of  the  Church  in  Milton,  in  which  office  he  had  con- 
tinued more  than  46  years.  He  married  a  daughter  of  John 
Oxenbridge,  who  was  oae  of  the  ejected  ministers  in  England., 
1662,  and  afterwards  pastor  of  the  First  Church  in  Boston.  He 
died  suddenly,   1674. 

Peter  was  son  of  Thomas  Thacher,  who  arrived  at  Boston, 
from  England,  June  4,  1635.  He  was  ordained  at  Weymouth, 
Jan.  2,  1664,  and  married  a  daughter  of  Ralph  Partridge,  the 
first  minister  of  Duxbury.  Afterwards,  he  removed  to  Boston, 
was  the  first  minister  of  the  Old-South  Church,  over  which  he 
was  installed  Feb.  16,  1670,  and  died  in  October,  1678. 

The  Father  of  Thomas  was  the  Rev,  Peter  Thacher  of  Old' 
Sarum,  in  England. 
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The  effe&  of  parental  advice  upon  his  mind,  and  the  strength 
of  his  religious  impressions,  whilst  a  child,  are  seen  in  the  follow- 
ing extracts  from  his  private  journal.  The  first  was  written 
immediately  on  his  recovery  to  health,  after  being  inoculated 
with  the  small  pox. 

"  May,  2,  1764.  Thus,  through  the  mercy  of  God,  I  have 
been  preserved  through  the  distemper  of  the  small  pox  ;  which 
formerly  was  so  fatal  to  many  thousands.  The  distemper  is 
Very  mortal  the  natural  way.  Not  one  in  ten  lives.  I  mould 
have  a  thankful  heart  for  so  great  a  favour.  I  confess  I  was 
undeserving  of  it  :  many  and  heinous  have  been  my  sins  ;  but 
I  hope  they  will  be  washed  away  in  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ, 
who  died  for  me" 

"July  3,  1764.  My  dear  and  ever  honoured  mother,  Mrs; 
Sarah  Thacher,  died  at  Milton,  of  the  small  pox.  She  died  at 
22  minutes  after  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  She  was  buried  the 
Same  night  at  1 2  o'clock.  She  Was  a  loving  wife,  an  affection- 
ate mother,  a  sincere  friend,  a  kind  mistress,  and,  to  sum  up  all* 
a  true  Christian.  She  was  very  patient  in  that  terrible  distem- 
per, which  bereaved  her  of  life,  and  seemed  willing  to  submit  to 
whatsoever  it  pleased  the  Almighty  to  do  with  her.  And  nOW, 
(I  doubt  not,)  she  is  in  the  realms  of  light  and  joy." 

"Boston,  July  7,  1765,  Sabbathday -night.  Remember, 
Peter,  that  your  ancestors  as  high  as  tve  can.trace,  ivere  all  men  of  a 
liberal  education  :  I  would  not  have,  my  son,  the  line  broke  by  you  ; 
and  I  desire  that  this  may  excite  in  you  a  laudable  ambition  to  pursue 
your  studies  with  alacrity  ;  but  above  all  be  careful  to  procure  an 
interest  in  Jesus  Christ.  These  are  the  words  of  my  dear  and 
ever  honoured  father  to  me.  I  sat  them  down  at  the  earnest 
desire  of  my  aged  and  dear  grandmother  ;  though  they  will  never 
depart  my  memory,  as  long  as  I  live." 

"  Jub  9> 1 765-  Departed  this  life  my  dear  and  ever  honoured 
father  Oxenbridge  Thacher,  Esq.  one  of  the  representatives  oi 
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the  toVfrn  of  Boston.  He  is  justly  lamented  by  all  ranks  of  peo- 
ple, as  he  had  shown  himself  a  zealous  patriot,  a  kind  and  tender 
father,  a  loving  husband,  a  sincere  friend,  but,  above  all,  a  sound 
christian.  Great  is  the  loss  to  the  community;  but  much 
greater  to  the  poor,  disconsolate,  helpless  orphans,  his  children. 
He  died  at  Milton  ;  but  was  buried  at  Boston,  with  every  mark 
of  respect  possible." 

The  following  extract  from  the  journal  is  without  date  ;  but 
appears  to  have  been  written  shortly  after  the  preceding. 

"  I  must  permit  these,  my  tears,  to  flow,  and  with  my  coun- 
try to  bewail  the  loss  of  this  excellent  man.  Expofed  to  the 
calamities  of  a  wicked  world,  without  the  conduct  and  guidance 
of  a  parent,  his  unhappy  children  were  left  destitute  ;  but  it 
hath  pleased  Providence  to  dispofe  of  two  of  his  children  com- 
fortably. The  one,  Elizabeth,  is  married  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Matthew  Meriam,  of  Berwick,  who  is  a  very  good,  kind,  and 
tender  husband  to  her.  The  other,  Sarah,  is  married  to  Mr. 
George  Leonard,  of  Norton,  merchant,  and  with  him  she  enjoys 
all  possible  happiness.  Another  of  his  children,  the  writer  of 
this,  is  now  at  College,  and  is  supported  there,,  by  the  kind 
assistance  of  a  number  of  gentlemen  in  Boston.  Th^se  unmerit- 
ed favours  call  for  the  warmest  gratitude  to  their  Almighty 
Dispenser,  from  those  who  are  the  partakers  of  them." 
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He  entered  Master  Lovell's  school  in  July,  1759.  Agreea- 
bly to  the  usage  of  the  school,  at  that  period,  he  mould  have 
continued  a  pupil  until  July,  1766  ;  but  he  left  it  for  Harvard 
College  a  year  sooner,  and  was  accordingly  graduated  in  1 7  69. 

C     4     ] 

On  leaving  the  University,  Mr.   Thacher  took  charge  of  the 
town  school   in  Chelsea,  July  28,    1769,    [for  a  salary  of  six 
.pounds,  lawful   money,  per  quarter,  in  addition  to  his  board.] 
D 
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Here  he  continued,  until  Jan.  28,  177©,  when  he  preached  at 
Maiden  his  first  sermon,  from  John  xix,  30.  It  is  finished. 
This  discourse,  as  appears  by  a  note  on  it,  was  begun  at  the 
University,  Sat.  May  6,  1769,  and  completed  Mon.  May  8, 
1769.  For  this  first  day's  preaching,  he  charges  £.  1  8s.  He 
was  ordained  at  Maiden,  Sep..  19,  1770. 


[     5     ] 

Of  the  Massachusetts  "Congregational  Charitable  Society," 
which  was  incorporated  May  24,  1786,  he  was  one  of  the  foun- 
ders, and  one  of  the  committee  to  provide  a  device  for  the  com- 
mon seal.  He  was  elefted  a  member  of  its  council  in  July, 
1 788.  In  1786,  he  became  a  member  of  the  Humane  Society, 
and  thence  until  his  decease,  was  annually  choserv  one  of  its 
Trustees.  He  preached  the  anniversary  discourse,  in  1789, 
before  the  Society,  from  Luke  xv,  32. 


[     6     ] 

His  rtame  is  mentioned  in  the  act,  incorporating  the  "  Society 
for  propagating  the  gospel  among  the  Indians  and  others  in 
North  America,"  1787.  And,  from  the  beginning,  he  was  a 
member  of  the  corresponding  Board  of  Commissioners,  at  Bojlon* 
appointed  by  the  "  Society  for  Propagating  Christian  Knowl- 
edge," in  Scotland.  In  both  these  institutions  he  was,  from 
their  commencement,  assistant  secretary,  and  from  1 790,  until 
his  death,  secretary.  In  January,  1798,  he  wrote  and  publifh- 
ed  a  brief  account  of  the  former  of  these  societies.  The  de- 
gree of  Do&or  in  Divinity  was  conferred  on  him  by  the  Univer- 
sity at  Edinburgh,  in  1791. 


[     7     ] 

He  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  "  American  Academy  of 
Arts  and  Sciences"  in  1796.  Of  the  "Historical  Society," 
which  was  instituted  in  1 791 ,  he  was  one  of  the  founders.     He 
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was  author  of  various  essays  on  civil  and  religious  liberty,  which 
arc  scattered  in  periodical  papers,  besides  the  following 

PUBLICATIONS. 
i .  An  Oration,  delivered  at  the  request  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Boflon,  March  5,  1776. 

2.  "  The  rest  which  remaineth  to  the  people  of  God,  and 
the  character  of  such  as  mall  enjoy  it."  A  Sermon,  on  the 
death  of  the  Rev.  Andrew  Eliot,  D.  D.  1778. 

3.  "  That  the  punifhment  of  the  finally  impenitent  ihall  be 
eternal ;  or,  that  all  men  fliall  not  be  saved  ;"  three  sermons, 
1782. 

4.  Observations  upon  the  present  state  of  the  Clergy  of 
New-England,  with  strictures  upon  the  power  of  dismissing 
them,  usurped  by  some  Churches,  1783. 

5.  A  Reply  to  strictures  upon  the  preceding  pamphlet. 

6.  A  Sermon,  preached  at  Charkjioivn,  at  the  interment  of 
the  Rev.  Jofhua  Paine,  jun.  1788. 

7.  A  Sermon,  at  the  ordination  of  the  Rev.  Elijah  Kellogg, 
to  the  care  of  the  second  Society  in  Portland,  1788. 

8.  Memoirs  of  Dr.  Zabdiel  Boylston,  F.  R.  S.  publimed  in 
the  Massachusetts  Magazine,  1789. 

9.  A  Sermon  at  the  ordination  of  the  Rev.  William  Freder- 
ick Rowland,  to  the  care  of  the  first  church  in  Exeter,  New- 
Hampjhire,  1790. 

10.  A  Sermon,  on  the  death  of  the  Hon.  James  Bowdoin, 
Esq.  L.  L.  D.  lately  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts,   I  791. 

11.  A  Sermon,  to  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery 
Company,  on  the  day  of  their  annual  election  of  officers,  1 793. 

12.  A  Sermon,  on  the  death  of  His  Excellency  John  Han- 
cock, Esq.  L.  L.  D.  and  A.  A.  S.  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts,  1793. 

13.  "  T  he  nature  and  effects  of  christian  sympathy  ;"  a  Ser- 
mon, on  the  death  of  Mr.  Samuel  Stillman,  jun.  son  of  the 
Rev.  Samuel  Stillman,  D.  D.  1794. 

14.  A  Sermon,  at  the  ordination  of  his  son,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Cufhing  Thacher,  to  the  care  of  the  first  church  in 
£ywn,  1794. 
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15.  A  Sermon,  before  the  Massachusetts  Congregational 
Charitable  Society,  where  a  collection  was  made  for  the  relief 
of  the  indigent  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  ministers,  1795, 

16.  A  Sermon,  on  the  death  of  the 'Hon.  Thomas  Russell, 
Esq.  1796. 

1 7.  A  Sermon,  preached  at  Cbarkstoivn,  on  the  death  of 
the  Hon.  Nathaniel  Gorham,  Esq.  1 796. 

18.  A  Sermon,  preached  at  Dorchester,  before  the  Ancient 
and  Honourable  Society  of  Free  Masons,  1797. 

19.  A  Sermon,  at  the  interment  of  the  Rev.  John  Clarke, 
D.  D.  1798. 

20.  A  Sermon,  on  the  death  of  madam  Rebecca  Gill,  con- 
sort of  His  Honor  Moses  Gill,  Esq.  1798. 

21  A  Sermon,  at  the  interment  of  His  Excellency  Increase 
Sumner,  Esq.  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, 1799. 

22.  A  Sermon,  to  the  Church  and  Society  in  Brattle- Street, 
occasioned  by  the  completion  of  a  century  from  its  first  establish- 
ment, 1799. 

23.  A  Sermon,  on  the  death  of  General  George  Washington, 
preached  before  the  General  Court  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  and  by  their  direction,  Feb.  22,  1800. 


[     8     ] 

He  was  member  of  the  Convention,  which,  in  1780,  form- 
ed the  Constitution  of  civil  government  for  this  Commonwealth. 
This  body  dissolved  itself  June  16,  and  Mr.  Thacher -conclud- 
ed its  labours  with  prayer.  In  1785,  he  was  first  elected  chap- 
Iain  to  the  General  Court,  and  continued  in  that  office  until 
1790.  He  was  again  chosen  in  1792.  In  1798,  he  was  cho- 
sen chaplain  to  the  Senate,  and  continued  to  officiate  in  that 
capacity,  and  like  wise,,  from  1799,  to  the  Governor  and  Coun^ 
cil,  until  he  died. 
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[     9     3 

He  was  dismissed,  at  his  request,  from  his  pastoral  relation  to 
the  Church  in  Ma/den,  Dec.  8,  1784.  He  was  installed,  Jan. 
12,  1785,  to  the  care  of  the  Church  in  Brattle-Street.  Dur- 
ing his  connexion  with  this  Society,  he  admitted  to  full  com- 
munion 154  persons,  and  baptized  601.  I  know  not  the  ex- 
act number  of  communicants  in  this  Church  ;  but,  compared 
with  the  same  description  of  christians  in  the  congregations  in 
Hoston  generally,  it  is  notoriously  great.  Dr.  Thaeher  has  of* 
ten  said,  he  knew  no  unbaptized  person  in  the  Society. 


C     *o     ] 

The  connexion  between  the  First  Church  and  the  Church  in 
Brattle-Street  commenced  in  the  autumn  of  the  year  171 I, 
when  the  Meeting  Houfe  of  the  former  was  confumed  by  fire. 
On  this  event,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Colman,  of  Brattle-Street,  and 
Pemberton,  of  the  Old  South,  in  behalf  of  their  respective 
Churches,  addressed  letters  to  the  afflicted  Society,  kindly  offer- 
ing it  accommodations  for  public  worship,  and  the  privileges  of 
social  communion.  The  connexion  was  confummated  eight  years, 
afterwards,  as  appears  by  the  subsequent  extract  from  the  rec- 
ords of  the  First  Church.  Of  this  union,  such  as  it  is,  Dr. 
Thaeher  was  the  friend  and  cementer.  See  his  Sermon  at  the 
interment  of  Dr.  Clarke,  his  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship  to  the 
writer  of  this  note,  and  his  Century  Sermon. 

"  At  a  Church  Meeting,  Dec.  14,  I  719. 

"  The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  being  administered  on 
the  first  Lord's  day  of  every  month,  as  in  our  old  Church,  so 
in  that  neighbouring  one,  of  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Colman,  and 
Cooper  are  pastors  ;  their  Church,  by  a  letter,  dated  Jan.  18, 
17 19,  made  a  motion  to  ours,  that  a  Lefture,  on  every  Friday 
in  the  afternoon  before  the  Sacrament,  might  be  attended  in 
their  Meeting  House  by  these  two  Churches,  and  the  Lecture 
Sermons  be  preached  by  the  ministers  of  both  Churches.  This 
letter  was  read  with  us  on  the  Lord's  day,   Feb.  7,  1719-20  ; 


3° 

and  after  a  week's  time  for  consideration,  our  Church,  by  a 
(silent)  vote,  complied  with  the  motion  they  made  to  us.  This 
vote  was  on  Feb.  14,  1719-20." 

See  First  Church  Ree.  p.  410. 


t     M     ] 

Oct.  8,  1770,  Dr.  Thacher  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Pool, 
by  whom  he  had  ten  children,  six  of  whom  survive,  viz.  Thomas 
Cushing,  Joseph  Warren,  Peter,  Mary  Harvey,  Samuel 
Cooper,  and  Charles, 


[      12     ] 

When  this  religious  solemnity  was  observed,  the  remains  of 
the  Doctor  had  not  arrived  in  Boston.  With  a  view  to  the  res- 
toration of  his  health,  by  the  advice  of  his  physicians,  he  sailed 
Nov.  15,  1802,  for  Savannah,  where  he  arrived  on  the  3d  of 
December.  The  following  particulars,  relative  to  his  final  sick- 
ness and  dissolution,  are  furnished  by  his  son,  Mr.  Peter 
Thacher,  who  accompanied  him  in  the  voyage. 

"At  Savannah  he  was  received  by  Mr.  Samuel  Howard, 
a  respectable  merchant  of  that  place,  who,  with  his  family,  min- 
iflered  with  affectionate  tenderness,  to  the  comfort  of  his  last 
days.  He  was  attended  by  Dr.  Lemuel  Kollock,  an  eminent 
physician  ;  and  he  enjoyed  the  friendship  of  Mr.  Robert  Smith, 
a  clergyman,  of  the  Presbyterian  Communion  in  that  city. 
But  neither  skill,  nor  kindness,  nor  friendship  availed  against 
the  force  of  disease.  He  gradually  declined,  and  died  on  the 
J  6th  of  the  same  month.  The  good  people  of  Savannah  dis- 
covered, on  the  occasion,  benevolent  sympathy,  and  ofFered  to 
his  remains  most  respectful  attention. 

Ffom  first  leaving  Boston,  he  rejoiced  that  he  had  undertak- 
en the  voyage.  Having  done  what  he  could,  to  preserve  his 
life  for  his  family  and  for  his  people,  who  were  endeared  to  him 
by  so  many  acts  of  kindness  and  love,  and  to  whose  generosity 
and  affection  he  testified  in  his  last  moments,  he  cheerfully 
left  the  event  to  Providence. 
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The  following  extra&s  from  his  diary  prefent  the  features  of 
his  mind  at  interesting  periods,  and  indicate  impressions  relative 
to  his  dissolution. 

"Jan.  i,  1802.  I  studied  hard,  P.  M.  I  attended  Friday 
Lecture,  which  Mr.  Emerson  preached.  May  God  prepare 
me  for  the  events,  and  fit  me  for  the  duties  of  this  year  ! 

Jan.  14.  A  day  of  great  distreess  !  Much  to  be  remember- 
ed !  This  afternoon  I  buried  my  dear  child  !  May  I  be  pre- 
pared to  follow  her  ! 

March  21.  Sab.  This  day  1  am  50  years  old.  God  for- 
give the  sins,  sanctify  the  afflictions  and  mercies  of  my  past  life, 
and  prepare  me  for  its  clofe  !  I  preached  at  home  all  day  i 
Matt,  xxv,  29. 

Sept.  19.  Sab.  This  day  it  is  32  years  since  I  was  ordained  J 
God  forgive  the  sins  of  my  ministry,  and  make  me  more  fruitful 
in  time  to  come.  I  preached  at  home  all  day  ;  John  i,  17^ 
Heb.  ii,  3.  and  baptized  2  children. 

Sep.  26.  Sab.  I  preached  at  home  all  day  ;  A&s  xxvi,  26. 
2  Sam.  xv,  37. 

The  Sabbath  following  he  administered  the  sacrament  and 
baptized  2  children,  which  closed  his  ministerial  duties. 

03.  8.  I  sat  out  on  a  journey  to  New-Tori,  for  the  recovery 
of  my  health,  which  is  exceedingly  low  ;  arrived  there  on  the 
1 6th  ;  kept  at  Mr.  Loring's  ;  left  it  on  the  22d,  and  returned 
by  way  of  New-London.  On  the  30th,  fatigued  much,  but  I 
hope  good  will  come  of  it.  May  God  prepare  me  for  his  pleas- 
ure." 

The  peaceful  departure  of  this  servant  of  God,  is  described 
in  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Howard,  to  his 
friend,  a  son  of  the  deceased,  and  written  immediately  after 
the  event. 

"  It  is  finiflied  !  And  if  in  death  there  can  arise  consolation^ 
truly  it  is  from  that  of  a  christian  !  Well  did  the  Apoftle  fay, 
•*  Oh  Death  !  where  is  thy  fting  !  Oh  grave  !  where  is  thy  victo- 
ry I"  My  friend,  your  deceafed  father,  has  overcome  both  :  His 
last  words  were,  "  Jesus  Christ,  my  Saviour  ;"  And  without  a 
pang  he  gave  himself  to  his  Redeemer.  When  my  days  are 
numbered  and  finished,  may  my  end  be  delightful  as  his  !   Even 


now,  on  his  countenance  is  seen  the  smile,  which  testified  his 
confidence  in  the  Saviour.  Trust  me,  my  friend,  I  did  not 
know  that  death  could  be  so  divested  of  its  horrors.'* 


The  following  extraS  from  a  letter  of  Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  to  Dr. 
Morse,  illustrates  Ins  conduEt  in  his  last  moments. 

"  SAVANNAH,  DEC.  20,  l802. 

"  In  the  adorable  providence  of  Almighty  God,  I  am  called 
to  discharge  a  most  painful  task  ;  to  announce  a  most  mournful 
event.  May  Heaven  support  you,  the  family,  the  Congrega- 
tion, the  numerous  and  worthy  friends  of  the  venerable  Dr. 
Thacher,  under  the  heavy  tidings.  Alas  !  this  great  and  good 
man  is  no  more  !  His  immortal  spirit,  quitted  its  tabernacle  of 
clay  on  Thursday,  the  16th  inst.  It  would  appear,  that  from 
his  first  coming  among  us  he  was  under  the  impression,  that 
here  his  days  were  to  be  brought  to  a  close.  I  visited  him  as 
often  as  was  practicable,  and  still  found  him  placid  and  resign- 
ed, waiting  for  the  salvation  of  his  God  ;  Particularly  on  my 
last  visit,  a  few  hours  before  his  death,  after  expressing  his  un- 
shaken confidence  in  the  obedience  and  death  of  the  son  of 
God,  the  blessed  Saviour  of  men,  he  requested  me  to  "  pray 
for  him,  that  whether  he  lived  he  might  live  unto  the  Lord,  or 
whether  he  died  he  might  die  unto  the  Lord,  that  living  or 
dying  he  might  be  the  Lord's — to  pray  also  for  his  family,  for 
his  Congregation,  and  for  his  friends  in  Boston" — All  which, 
after  kneeling  by  his  bed,  was  attempted  in  humble  dependence 
on  divine  grace  ;  and  in  which  this  worthy  and  excellent  Min- 
ister of  the  Altar  joined  with  all  the  fervor  of  his  soul. 

The  profession  of  his  faith  he  maintained  to  the  end.  With 
the  first  christian  Martyr,  "  Jesus  Christ  my  Saviour,"  were 
the  last  words  which  he  was  known  to  articulate.  Amidst  the 
gloom  which  rests  upon  the  minds  of  the  friends  of  the  deceas- 
ed, in  this  place,  they  have,  among  many  other  consoling 
grounds  of  reflection,  to  recollect,  that  nothing  has  been  want- 
ing on  their  part  to  advance  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  Ser- 
vant of  the  Lord,  whose  death  they  lament.  Particularly  the 
tender  assiduities  and  attentions  of  Mr.  Samuel  Howard  were 
such  a3  to  do  honor  to  his  heart — honor  to  his  family — honor 
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to  his  native  town.  In  this  city  we  have  of  late  had  a  most 
sickly  and  dying  time.  Every  day,  for  several  weeks,  I  was 
called,  literally  speaking,  to  stand  on  the  brink  of  the  grave, 
performing  the  last  sad  offices  to  my  fellow  men." 


From  a  Savannah  Paper,  of  Dec.    21. 

Died,  on  Thursday,  the  1 6th  inst.  at  the  house  of  Mr.  S. 
Howard,  merchant,  in  this  city,  of  a  pulmonary  affe&ion,  the 
Rev.  Peter  Thacher,  D.  D.  Pastor  of  the  Independent 
Church  and  Congregation,  assembling  in  Brattle-Street,  in  the 
Town  of  Boston.  His  death  being  announced,  the  vessels  in 
the  harbor  exhibiting  from  their  masts  their  usual  signal  of 
grief,  united  with  the  city  in  expressing  respeft  and  sorrow  for 
departed  worth.  On  Sunday,  the  19th,  the  precious  re- 
mains of  this  great  and  good  man,  attended  by  a  very  numerous 
procession,  were  entombed  in  the  Cemetery  of  the  city  ;  and  the 
•solemn  rites  of  interment,  agreeably  to  local  usage,  were  per- 
formed by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Holcombe,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Cloud.  After  which  a  funeral  *  discourse  was  delivered  by  the 
Rev.  R.  Smith,  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  ;  in  which  he  re- 
counted some  of  the  leading  traits  in  the  chara&er  of  the  de- 
ceased, and  endeavoured  to  improve  the  detail,  so  as  to  advance 
the  best  interests  of  his  deeply  affe&ed  audience. 

By  the  death  of  this  venerable  servant  of  the  Cross,  relig- 
ion and  humanity  have  sustained  a  heavy  loss.  A  star  of  the 
first  magnitude  is  set  !  A  pillar  in  the  house  of  God  is  fallen  ! 
A  lamp  in  the  temple  of  science  is  extinguished  !  The  friends 
of  merit  are  called  to  put  on  their  sable  garments — to  weep 
over  the  dead.  Savannah  mingles  her  tears  with  those  of  her 
•sister  town  to  the  north,  on  the  mournful  occasion.  She  ten- 
ders her  unfeigned  sympathy  to  the  amiable  family — the  affec- 
tionate and  generous  congregation — the  numerous  and  worthy 
friend*  of  the  dear  deceased.  That  the  compassionate  Saviour 
who,  while  he  sojourned  on  earth,  bedewed  the  grave  of  La/.a- 

*  Text — Weep  ye   not  for   the  dead,   neither  bemoan  him;  hut 
iveep  sore  for  him  that  goeth  away  ;  for  he  shall  return  no   mo-   . 
nor  see  his  native  country. — Jere.  xxii,  10. 
M 
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rus  with  his  tears,  may  comfort  and  support  them  under  the 
burden  of  their  sorrow,  is  her  fervent  prayer.  Glad  would  she 
have  been,  had  her  milder  air  been  the  happy  mean  of  restoring 
health  and  vigor  to  an  enfeebled  frame.  But  the  Most  High, 
who  holds  in  his  hand  the  destinies  of  man,  had  otherwise  deter- 
mined. Far  from  his  native  home  the  servant  of  the  Lord  must 
die,  and  enter  into  rest.  Governor  of  the  universe  !  King  su- 
preme !  God  of  our  fathers  !  thy  "  voice  criethtothe  city." — 
She  bows  before  thy  throne. — She  humbles  herself  under  thy 
mighty  hand. — She  marks  the  perfed  and  upright  man — His 
end  was  peace. 

The  delivery  of  t/je  foregoing  discourse  ivas  preceded  by  a  prayer 
from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Howard,  and  the  singing  of  the  following 


THE  GRAVE  DESTROYED. 

\J  NVEIL  thy  bosom,  faithful  tomb, 
Take  this  new  treasure   to  thy  trust  ; 

And  give  these  sacred  relieks  room 
To  slumber  in  thy  silent  duft. 

No  pain,  no  grief,  no  anxious  tear 
Invade  thy  bounds  ;  no  mortal  woes 

Can  reach  the  peaceful  sleeper  here, 
Whilst  angels  watch  its  soft  repose. 

So  Jesus  slept ;  God's  dying  Son 

Pass'd  thro'  the  grave,  and  bless'd  the  bed  ; 
Then  rest,  dear  saint,  till  from  his  throne 

The  morning  break,  and  pierce  the  shade; 

Break  from  his  throne,    illustrious  morn  ! 

Attend,  O  grave,  his  sov'reign  word  I 
Restore  thy  trust  ;    the  glorious  form 

Will  then  arise  to  meet  the  Lord, 
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ON  THE  DEATH  OF  A  MINISTER. 


N, 


OW  let  our  drooping  hearts  revive, 
And  all  our  tears  be  dry  ; 
Why  should  those  eyes  be  drown'd  in  grief, 
Which  view  a  Saviour  nigh  ? 

What    though  the  gloomy  tyrant  death 
Doth  God's  own  house  invade  ? 

\Vhat   though  the  prophet  and  the  priest 
Be  number'd  with  the  dead  ? 

Though  earthly     shepherds  dwell  in  dust, 

The   aged  and  the  young  ; 
The  watchful  eye  in  darkness  clos'd, 

And  mute  th'  instructive  tongue  ? 

Th'  eternal  Shepherd  still  survives, 

New  comfort  to  impart  ! 
Iiis  hand  still  guides  us,  and  his    voice 

Still  animates  our  heart. 

"Lo,  I  am  with  you,"  saith  the  Lord, 
"  My  church  shall  safe  abide ; 

For  I  will  ne'er  forsake  my  own, 
Whose  souls  in  me  confide." 

Through  every  scene  of  life  ana  death, 

This  promise  is  our  trust  ; 
And  this  shall  be  our  children's  song 

When  we  are  laid  in  dust. 


A  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lathrop,  and  the  performance  of 
the  following  funeral  anthem,  closed  the  solemnities. 

funeral  ©trgc. 

A  AREWEL,  farewel,  a  sad,  a  long  farewel 
To  this  pale  clay,  whose  life  hath  fled  ; 

Resign  it  back  to  kindred  dust, 

Till  the  last  trump  awake  the  dead  ! 


Adieu,  thou  dear,  departing  soul, 

Thou  go'st  from  hence  to  Christ  above; 

There  to  partake  of  endless  bliss, 
And   celebrate  redeeming  love. 

We  mourn  thy  sudden,  swift  remove 
From  each  and  all  enjoyments  here  ; 

When  Christ  commands,   we  must  obev 
Without  a  murmur  or  a  tear. 

Submitting  to  thy  sov'reign  will, 

Let  us  be  silent  and  adore 
The  God,  who  hath  created  all, 

And  all  fhall  rule,  for  ever  more  .' 

On  the  Sunday  evening  following,  Jan.  2,  1803,  the  body 
of  Dr.  Thacher  was  brought  up  to  town,  and  deposited  in  the 
sepulchre  of  his  fathers. 


Character* 


^Ws^S*^*** 


a-*ss*\^*ywSv^Y^ 


A  sketch  of  the  Life  and  Char aBer  of  the  Reverend  DoSor  Thacher, 
which  appeared  in  the  Palladium  *  on  the  day  his  funeral  obsequies 
were  performed  by  his  Church,  people  and  friends,  in  Boston  J 
published  again,  with  the  aforegoing  Discourse,  by  request  of  the 
Society  in  Brattle- Street.    By  the  Hon.  James  Sullivan, 

Esq.  L.  L.  D. 


ON  THE  DEATH  OF  THE  REV.  DR.  THACHER, 


u 


NDER  the  most  melancholy  dispensations  of  Divine 
Providence,  it  becomes  rational  creatures,  with  a  due  resigna- 
tion of  heart,  to  humble  themselves  before  the  Throne  of  Om- 
nipotence. 

When  the  pious,  the  useful,  the  benevolent  man  dies,  our 
tears  flow  for  the  living,  who  are  deprived  of  the  blessings  of 
his  labours,  and  the  advantages  of  his  society  ;  and  who  live  to 
feel,  and  to  deplore  his  loss. 

On  the  16th  of  December  instant,  died  at  Savannah,  hv 
Georgia,  the  Reverend  Peter  Thacher,  Doctor  in  Divinity, 
and  Pastor  of  the  Church  in  Brattle-Street,  in  Boston.  He 
was  born  in  Milton,  near  Boston,  in  March,  1752  ;  descended 
from  an  antient  family  in  New-England.  His  great  grandfa- 
ther, being  invited,  removed  from  England  to  this  country,  as  a 
Minister  of  the  Gospel,  soon  after  the  country  was  settled  ;  and 
officiated  in  that  character  for  a  considerable  number  of  years, 
esteemed  for  his  piety,  and  highly  respected  for  his  learning. 
The  immediate  ancestor  of  Doctor  Thacher  was  a  lawyer  of 
eminence,  very  exemplary  in  his  manners  and  conduct  ;  and 
much  respected  for  the  correctness  of  his  principles.  He  died 
while  the  Doctor  was  very  young. 

*-  There  have  hitn  some  alterations  by  the  anther,  since  the  first  fublicatlen. 


Doftor  Thacher,  having  received  an  education  at  Harvard 
College,  and  having  resolved  to   devote  himself  to  the   Gospel 
Ministry,   accepted  a   call  at  Maiden  before  he   was  nineteen 
years  old — He  continued  there,  to  the  great  acceptance  of  his 
Church  and  People,  until  the  year  1785,  when,  on  the  death  of 
Dodor  Cooper,  he  was  invited  to  Boston,  and  by  the  consent 
of  his  Church  and  Parish,  with  a  view  to  increase  his  usefulness, 
he  was  removed  to  the  Church  in  Brattle-Street.     As  the  Min- 
ister of  that  Society,  he  continued  beloved  and  esteemed,  until 
He,  who  had  committed  to  him  very  uncommon  and  extraordi- 
nary talents,  saw  fit  to   call  him  to  an   account  ;   and,  as  we 
trust,  to  bestow  upon  him  the  reward  of  a  good  and  faithful 
servant,  who  had  been  faithful  to  the  people  of  his  charge  ;  and 
who  was  prepared  to  enter  into  the  joys  of  his  Lord. 

In  the   course  of  thirty-two  years  Ministry,  he  was,  bythc 
favour  of  his  Divine  Master,  to  whom   he  had    devoted  his  life 
and  faculties,  enabled  to  appear  in  his  place,    without  interrup- 
tion from  a  want  of  health,  until  he  was  seized,  in  the  course  of 
the  past  fall,  with  a  complaint  in  his  breast,  which  finally  put  an 
end  to  his  life.      In  this   long   uninterrupted  course  of  Gospel 
Ministry,   his  piety  and    goodness,   were   evinced    to   all   who 
knew  him.      His  usefulness   in  his  sacred  profession  was  every 
where  acknowledged.     In    the  pulpit,  he  was  animated   with 
a  zealous  energy,  suited  to  the  importance  of  the  work  he  was 
engaged  in. 

When  the  holy  light  of  the  scriptures  had  exposed  the  heart 
to  convi&ion,  melted  it  with  contrition,  and  rent  it  with  repent- 
ance, Doctor  Thacher  was  eminently  qualified  to  administer 
the  healing  balm,  found  in  the  promises  of  redeeming  love. 

By  the  side  of  the  couch  groaning  with  pain,  and  dismayed 
by  the  terrors  of  death,  his  voice,  his  prayers,  and  his  sympathetic- 
tears  were  received  as  consolations  commissioned  by  Him,  who 
died  to  redeem  a  suffering  world  ;  and  who  has  all  power  now 
in  his  hand. — His  approaches  to  the  bed  of  death,  and  KFs 
words  of  consolation  to  the  distressed  and  afflicted,  were  like 
the  steps  and  the  voice  of  an  angel  of  comfort.— With  the 
words,  and  under  the  influence  of  the  spirit  of  his  Master,  he 
was,  frequently,  happy  enough  to  smooth  and  soften  the  pillow, 


where  the  king  of  terrors  had  pointed  his  arrows,  and  irrevoca- 
bly established  his  claim. 

In  the  administration  of  the  christian  ordinances,  he  was  sol- 
emn and  affecting  :  But,  more  especially,  at  the  sacrament,  his 
spirit  was  fervent  and  devout,  and  his  language  peculiarly  en- 
gaging. His  sentiments  were  filled  with  the  benevolence  of 
the  scene  in  which  the  ordinance  originated — He  usually,  on 
that  occasion,  when  he  prayed  for  himself,  prayed  that  his  life 
and  usefulness  might  be  terminated  together.  This  prayer  was 
heard  by  his.  Heavenly  Father,  who  continued  him  in  his  la- 
bours until  a  few  weeks  before  his  exit. 

Endowed  with  such  singular  advantages  ;  and  under  the  im- 
pressions of  that  religion,  which  is  all  benevolence  and  good 
will  to  men,  Doctor  Thacher  could  not  fail  to  exhibit  the 
character  of  the  faithful  friend,  the  endearing  companion,  the 
rational  patriot,  the  accomplished  gentleman,  the  faithful  hus- 
band, the  tender  parent,  and  the  useful  and  valuable  citizen. 

The  o-overnment  of  the  Commonwealth  paid  great  attention 
to  his  worth.  On  the  affecting  occasions  of  the  death  of  Wash- 
ington, Governor  Bowdoin,  Governor  Hancock,  and  Governor 
Sumner  ;  and  on  other  affecting  instances  of  mortality,  as  well 
as  on  public  solemnities,  of  another  nature,  he  was  called  upon 
by  the  Supreme  Executive  and  Legislature  to  exercise  his  abil- 
ities. The  occasional  productions  of  his  pen  remain  as  witnesses 
of  the  greatness  of  his  mind,  and  the  goodness  of  his  heart. 
Among  other  talents,  he  possessed  an  uncommonly  pleasing  elo- 
quence, which  seemed,  on  those  extraordinary  occasions,  to  be 
suited  to  his  sentiments,  and  remarkably  adapted  to  the  subject 

before  him. 

He  was  employed  as  Chaplain  to  the  Legislature  for  a  course 
of  years  ;  and  was  Chaplain  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  and 
to  the  Senate,  when  he  died. 

Respected  by  his  brethren,  the  Reverend  Ministers  of  the 
Gospel  in  this  State,  he  was  noticed  and  admired  by  them,  as  a 
very  efficient  member,  of  nearly  all  those  societies,  which  are 
formed  by  legislative  authority  into  corporations,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  propagating  the  christian  religion,  encouraging  benevo- 
lence and  charity,  and  for  promoting  useful  knowledge. 
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When  hi$  complaints  were  so  heavy  upon  him,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  withdraw  himself  from  his  public  duties,  the  anxiety 
of  his  people  gave  ample  proof  of  the  sentiments  of  their  hearts 
towards  him.  It  was  to  them  a  trial  equalled  only  by  the  love 
they  had  for  him.  They  made  generous  provision  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  a  journey  and  a  voyage,  which  they  fondly 
hoped  might  be  the  means  to  restore  him.  But  God,  in  whose 
hand  are  the  lives  of  all  men,  and  whose  justice  cannot  err,  has 
seen  fit  to  deprive  them  of  him,  and  to  leave  them  to  sorrow, 
most  of  all,  that  they  shall  see  his  face  no  more. 
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